
 

 

 

MERTON HERITAGE: TENNIS QUIZ: ANSWERS 

The annual Wimbledon Lawn Tennis championships is one of Merton’s greatest 

claims to fame. Each year the eyes of the world are focussed on SW19 but how 

much do you know about this historic sports tournament ? 

Find out by trying this quiz, designed by Merton Heritage Service  

to keep you entertained during the current lockdown. 

 

Most of the questions are multiple choice, so everyone has an equal chance  

of guessing the correct answers. 

 

Test your knowledge of local history and perhaps learn a bit more about  

our borough’s colourful past at the same time. 

 

The answer sheet can be found on the same webpage. 

                        Happy quizzing! 

 

  merton.gov.uk/heritage  



 

TENNIS QUIZ: QUESTION 1: 

Founded in 1868, the All England Club was originally associated with two sports – 

tennis and which other sport?   

CROQUET – the AELTC used to be known as the All England Croquet and Lawn  

Tennis Club. Tennis was added in 1875, with the first championship in 1877. 



 

TENNIS QUIZ: QUESTION 2: 

Since 1922, the All England Club has been based at Church Road.  

In which Wimbledon Road was it originally located? 

The Club was founded in Worple Road, Wimbledon in 1868. 



 

TENNIS QUIZ: QUESTION 3: 

Maud Watson was the first Ladies Singles Champion.  

In which year was the Wimbledon Championship opened to women? 

B ) 1884  - 13 players took part in the first competition. 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/71/Maud_watson.jpg


 

 TENNIS QUIZ : QUESTION 4: 

 Since 1907, there have only been three Gentlemen’s Singles Champions from  

 Britain. Arthur Gore won the title in 1908 and 1909, Andy Murray won in 2013 and   

 2016.  Can you name the other victorious player? 
  

 FRED PERRY— he won the title in 1934, 1935 and 1936 



 

TENNIS QUIZ: QUESTION 5: 

Since transferring to the Church Road site, there have been five British winners in the 

Ladies Singles contest – can you name one of them? 

KITTY GODFREE (1924, 26 ), DOROTHY ROUND ( 1934, 37 ),                            

ANGELA MORTIMER ( 1961 ) ANN JONES ( 1969 ) & VIRGINIA WADE ( 1977 )  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ann_Haydon-Jones_1969.jpg
https://plymhearts.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/angela-mortimer-1961.jpg


 

 TENNIS QUIZ: QUESTION 6: 

 During the Second World War, the All England Club premises were put to good use. 

 Can you name one way in which the Club helped the war effort? 

 Any of the following: CIVIL DEFENCE OUTPOST; GROWING FOOD ( the lawns   

 were used to Dig for Victory and a small farm was established at the Club.) 



 

 TENNIS QUIZ: QUESTION 7: 

 During the 1950s, ‘60s and early ‘70s, many key players came from one overseas  

 nation – from which country did they originate?  

 AUSTRALIA ( Players included Lew Hoade, John Newcombe and Rod Laver.) 



 

 TENNIS QUIZ: QUESTION 8: 

 The Duchess of Cambridge presented the Men’s singles trophy in 2019 but which    

 members of the Royal family have traditionally presented the Championship   

 trophies?   

THE DUKE AND DUCHESS OF KENT.  

In more recent years the Duke has been accompanied by Princess Alexandra 

and is now assisted by the Duchess of Cambridge. 



 

TENNIS QUIZ: QUESTION 9 

 In the 20th century, which player was the first to win five consecutive Gentlemen’s   

 Singles titles? 

 BJORN BORG ( 1976 to 1980 ) 



 

 TENNIS QUIZ: QUESTION 10 

 Martina Navratilova is the most successful female competitor at the annual  

 tournament – how many times did she win the Ladies Singles title? 
  

 NINE TIMES - 1978, 1979, 1982-7, 1990 



 

 TENNIS QUIZ: QUESTION 11 

 How old was Boris Becker when he became the youngest player, the first unseeded   

 player and the first German to win the Men’s Singles title in 1985? 

  A ) 17    



 

 TENNIS QUIZ: QUESTION 12 

 Frenchman J R Borotra is the oldest competitor to have taken part in the  

 championships, playing in the mixed doubles in 1963.  

 Was he…? 

 

 C) 64 



 

 TENNIS QUIZ: QUESTION 13 

 Each year local schools supply a small army of ball boys to work at the famous   

 championship – but when did the first ball girls appear?  
  

 1977 - the year of Her Majesty the Queen’s Silver Jubilee 



 

 TENNIS QUIZ: QUESTION 14 

  Who was the last “wild card” to win a Wimbledon title? 

   Croatian, Goran Ivanisevic in 2001 - he beat American Pat Rafter                                               

  6–3, 3–6, 6–3, 2–6, 9–7 



 

 TENNIS QUIZ: QUESTION 15 

 In which year were the Wimbledon Tennis Championships first televised ? 

 A) 1937    Later in 1968 the championships was the first television              

                      programme to be broadcast in colour. 



 

 TENNIS QUIZ: QUESTION 16 

  The electronic eye was first introduced to monitor service and net calls in 1968.  

  How is it better known ?  

  The original electronic system was known as CYLOPS.  

  Today’s high-tech monitoring is known as Hawkeye. 



 

 TENNIS QUIZ: QUESTION 17 

 Strawberries are a Wimbledon tradition – how may kilos are eaten each year? 

  C) 27,000  together with roughly 335,000 cups of tea, 30,000 portions of fish  

  and chips and 12,500 bottles of champagne!  



 

 TENNIS QUIZ: QUESTION 18 

 When was a wooden racket last used at the championships? 

  C) 1987 



 

 TENNIS QUIZ: QUESTION 19 

 1,250 dozen ball are used during the tournament, with changes every 7 – 9 games.   

  How many matches are played during the two week event ? 

 A) 650 ( including junior championships, senior events, celebrity matches,     

     wheelchair matches and the major championship contests. )   



 

 TENNIS QUIZ: QUESTION 20 

 To create the ideal playing surface the Wimbledon grass is cut daily to a height of  

 8 mm but what is done to the balls to give them the ideal bounce? 
 

 B) They are refrigerated - those not in use are stored in a refrigerated container  
 to keep them in tip-top condition. Interestingly, Wimbledon once used white tennis  
 balls, but they were replaced with yellow balls in 1986 to make them more visible to  
 TV cameras. 


